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Compilers notes:  The alumni realized that there is really no place for a marker to set at the 
crossroads in Buckhorn and hope that this small book will mark the town’s place in history. The 
school was one of the most consistent building in Buckhorn and as in any small school kept the 
people as a community.  Many friendships and marriages were formed because of this school.  
The information contained in the following pages comes from the Fredericktown 
Superintendent’s school office, the Fredericktown Court House Archives, and Marquand High 
School Archives. Marquand school did have the most information of all.  Most of the information 
found in these three places is the same so I have only made footnotes when an additional source is 
named.  None have contained any other records before 1926.  Mrs. Eva Berry in Springfield 
Missouri stated she recalled that the school clerk Mrs. Settles had a house fire that destroyed a 
number of records.  The Settles lived on the Myers place then.  The puzzle remains, apparently no 
records were turned in at all from the beginning of the school in around 1850 until 1926.  Records 
were found on the teacher’s grade cards that they were reporting the condition of the school along 
with the grades.  I feel the records are still out there but not as Buckhorn school. 
The side comments were stories that the former students remembered about their image of 
growing up in Buckhorn.   None of these are meant to harm anyone.  Other town’s information 
used in this book was to show examples of everyday life.   Aunt Valley Senter use to say she 
knew nothing about early Buckhorn because she was raised in Cascade.  Her stories helped me to 
understand how people felt and lived then even those few miles away.  
I have also introduced some family pictures because they will name people from this area.  
Maybe they can be used for identification for other people looking for family history. 
Anyone may use this information and I hope someday add the rest of this little town’s history to 
it. 
 
Thank you to the Alumni that sponsored this research or in some way added information: Lottie 
Barrett, Dorothy Bennett, Gerald Bennett, Henry Bennett, Wilma Bennett, Bob and Dovie Berry, 
Marion Berry, Wayne Berry, Audrey Besher, Elmer Boettcher, Joe Bonilla, Geraldine Graham, 
June Box, Norma Brandt, Virgil Clements, Bill Craig, Florence Dollinger, Melvin Dalton, 
Willard Darnell, Shelba Daves, Burnie Dees, Ray Galante, Allen Gipson, Ava Lee Gipson, Elmer 
Gipson, Gary Gipson, Jerry Gipson, Leo Gipson, Gordon Goad, Norma Jean Graves, Larry 
Hawn, Roney Hawn, Glenda Hinkle, Sharon Hollis, Bill Hovis, Bob Hovis,  Larry Hovis, 
Virginia Hovis, Willard Hovis, Naomi Hubberth, Freeman Huffman, J. E. Huffman, Warren 
Huffman, Tom Jackson, Dorothy Johnson, Ed Johnson, Jerry Johnson, Lorene Kielhofner, Irene 
Kinnon, Martin Krueger Jr., Nancy McDoweld, Bernice Merriman, Helen Meyer, Roscoe Meyer, 
Clifford and Faye Myers,  Norma Jean Moore, Bonnie Murphy, Kathryn Noonan, Martha Ott, 
Fern Poe,  Minnie Reimler, Orville Revelle, Marie Roach, El Sanders, Daniel Senter, David 
Senter, Phillip Senter, Hugh Senter, Beulah Settle, Ruby Settles, Bobby Shafer, Letha Skaggs, 
Roma Stephens, Pauline Sumpter, Ed Szwargulski, Robert Thomas, Lilly Tripp, William White, 
Gene Whitener, Larry Whitener, Ophea Whitener, Roy Whitener, and Charlotte Wilkerson. 
The following article appeared in the Democrat-News in 1990 to plan the first of many Buckhorn 
get togethers. 
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WE HAD A DREAM submitted by Minnie Reimler, former student. 
 

We are the students, teachers, and families of the Buckhorn Country School-our memories go 
back to the early Teens.  To make a dream come true, someone had to make a move.  Bill Hovis 
and Minnie Reimler started the ball rolling.  They asked Hugh Senter to help get the word out to 
as many folks as possible. 
 We searched the records at Marquand-Zion School to get as many names of students and 
teachers.  We were pleased with the information we got and want to thank Superintendent 
Deardorf for allowing us to come to the school.  We didn’t advertise too much.  We made phone 
calls, wrote letters, and by word of mouth seemed to have good results.   
 We met, set the date for May 26, 1990 at Marquand-Zion School.  It was not possible to meet 
at Buckhorn were our old school still stands; it belongs to someone else.  Even though our 
memories do remain where we will cherish them for a lifetime. 
 The first teacher we have record of was David Farquah and the last one was Mrs. Gladys 
Hovis of Fredericktown.  We were sorry, due to ill health, she was unable to come.  The oldest 
teacher attending was miss Lettie Burris.  The oldest student was Troy Hovis who still lives near 
Buckhorn, Geraldine (Graham) Bowman, came from Reston, Virginia, a student then, later taught 
in our school.  She flew from Virginia to St. Louis and drove to Marquand to be with us.  
Florence (Whitener) Johnson and George Huffman were also students and teachers later.  Other 
students from out of state were Alta (Gipson) Bennett from Arkansas; Bill Ronk, wife, and three 
children from Georgia; Bill Senter flew in from California; Lucille (Krueger) Jackson and 
husband from Nebraska; Bill and Mary L. (Hawn) Craig, Granite City, IL; Ralph and Thelma 
Darnell; Paul and Ruby (Thorpe) Loeker; and Freddie and Lola (Thorpe) Vierse, Farmington.   
 From St. Louis and adjoining towns:  Elmer and Gladys (Gipson) Betcher; David and Linda 
Myers; Clifford and Faye (Gipson) Myers; Allen “Sonny” and Irene Gipson; Ray Hovis; Kathryn 
(Whitener) Noonan; Glenn and Martina (Bennett) Ott; Ophia (Gipson) Whitener; Roy Whitener, 
Gloria, Susan and Jeff; Paul and Audrey (Bennett) Besher; Aubrey and Freda Myers. 
 From Arnold:  Willard and Ilene Hovis; Shelby (Gipson) Davis and husband; Clark and Ruby 
Hovis and daughter Betty and husband; and Dorothy “Dolly” (Gipson) Thurston.   
 Willard and Eleanor (Gipson) Sanders from St. Charles; Letha (Stevens) Skaggs, Silva; Steve 
and Mattie Bridges, Coldwater; Harley, Loyd and Hazel Henson, Jackson; Jerry Gipson, Cascade; 
Mr. And Mrs. Garry Gipson, Cuba; L.N. Ward, Clubb; Mrs. And Mrs. Freeman Huffman, Festus; 
J. E. and June (Hawn) Huffman, Troy; Peggy Dalton and husband; Marilyn Revelle, Eureka; 
Trooper Bill Darnell, Jefferson City; and Jewell (Gipson) Hovis, Wentzville. 
 From Fredericktown:  Sam and Loretta (Darnell) Tripp; Irene (Darnell) Kennon; Charnelsey 
(Schanda) Darnell; Ola (Gipson) White; Jessie and Veda Myers; Elba and Ava L. (Myers) 
Gipson; Martin Jr. and Betty Krueger; Jerry and Jean Graham; Lettie Burris; Jim Graham; Stella 
(Henson) Settle; Sharon Settle; Keith, Martin and Ruth Fields; and Myrtle (Hovis) Hawn.   
 From Marquand and Buckhorn; Carl and Minnie (Hawn) Reimler; Dorothy (Stevens) Skaggs; 
Lige and Mae (Johnson) Tripp; Hugh and Audrey Senter; Eva (Gipson) Myers; Marie (Good) 
Gipson; Clyde Gale Gipson; Warren Huffman; Fern (Hovis) Poe; Troy Hovis; Gale and Lily 
(Johnson) Tripp; Carl Johnson; Raymond Gipson; Jewell Parson; Dorothy Bennett; George and 
Ruby (Gipson) Huffman; Elmer and Irma (Huffman) Gipson; Bill and Shirley Hovis; Ernest and 
Edna (Hovis) Tucker; and Misty and Grace (Pugh) Myers. 
 We spent the day enjoying the good food, taking pictures, talking about the good times we 
spent around our old school grounds, and good school days we did enjoy so much.  Not to 
mention the fact we all seem to have some gray hair, which to me is an honor!  I was allowed to 
live to see this dream come true.  My four brothers went to school at Buckhorn, but did not live to 
see this.  Everyone seemed to want to come back next year -Fourth Saturday of May 1991.  
Richest blessing on all that came.  Minnie Reimler 
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1952 and 1953 Class Picture (taken from a Xerox copy in Lettie Burris’s notebook) 
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The following is the student lists taken from the Fredericktown Courthouse archives, the 
school Superintendent’s office, and the Marquand School archives.  Some years have 
extra lists, which I kept in because the names are different.  It is possible the teachers 
changed during a school year or that the students from the big room took classes in the 
small room to catch up.  Spelling is as the teacher used it.    
My aunts were only listed a few times but went to school regularly.  There are no other 
records found. 
Class of 1957 was the last class 
In 1957 the Zion, Buckhorn, and Marquand School Districts were merged and students were went to the 
town of Marquand.  
President of the Board: Floyd M. Whitener 
District Clerk:  Ford Sitzes 
County Superintendent: Roscoe Stephens 
Teacher: Gladys Hovis 
Students:  
Ruth Ann Hawn 
Larry Hawn 
Pat Graham 
David Senter (Hugh Senter, Buckhorn) 
Glenda Gipson                                                                    
Jane Gipson 
Jerry Gipson 
Gary Gipson 
Martha Bennett  
 
Classes of 1953-1957 
Board Floyd M. Whitner 
Ford H. Sitzes 
Teachers:  Dale Berry 
Junior Bridges 
Gladys Hovis 
Students:   
Larry Hawn 
Martha Bennett Ott 
Wilbur Hawn 
Shelba Gipson Davies 
Connie Bennett 
Dale Graham 
Diane Baker 
Patsy Graham 
Lee Schanda 
David Poe  
Kenneth Baker 
Glenda Gipson 
Curtis Johnson 
Mary Lou Hahn 
Jean Stevens 
Lenora Gipson 
Shirley Baker 
 Barnes 
Nancy Wafler 
Jerry Graham 
Sam 
Edna Hovis  
Rosalie Hovis  
Kathryn Huffman  
Gale 
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Class of 1950-1951 
Board President: Wilmer Graham 
District Clerk: Byron Hovis 
Board: Elmer Gipson, Marvin Hawn 
Teacher: Helen Barrett Gipson 
Students: 
Grade 1 
Gerald Graham B9-16-43 (Wilmer Graham) 
Lee Schonda B10-16-43 (August Schonda) 
David Poe B2-28-44 (Carl Poe) 
Grade 2 
Harold Derickson B12-2-43 (Elsie Derickson) 
Mary Lou Hawn B3-27-43 (Marvin Hawn) 
Edna Hovis B7-15-43 (Troy Hovis) 
Geraldine Huffman B7-25-43 (Elmer Huffman) 
Billy Ronk B10-6-42 (Ray Ronk) 
Grade 4 
Constance Bennett B5-29-41 (Kelley Bennett) 
Wilbur Hawn B7-28-40 (Marvin Hawn) 
Karen Senter B9-4-41 (Thomas Senter) 
 
Around this time the school got electricity? 
 
Class of 1950-1951 
Board President: Wilmer Graham 
Ray Ronk replacement 
District Clerk: Byron Hovis 
Board: Elmer Gipson, Marvin Hawn 
Teacher: Violet M. Braswell 
Students: 
Dale Graham (Wilmer Graham) 
Joann Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
Shirley Poe (Carl Poe) 
Donald Graham (Wilmer Graham) 
Marilyn Myers (Frank Myers) 
Ronald Gipson (Elmer Gipson) 
Cecil Doty (Gladys Doty) 
Sylvia Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
Kathryn Whitener (S.C. Whitener) 
Charnelsey Schanda (August Schanda) 
Judy Hallida (Herbert Hallida, Cascade) 
Lois Hawn (Elgin Hawn, Marquand) 
Roney Hawn (Marvin Hawn) 
Roy Hovis (Byron Hovis) 
James Poe (Carl Poe) 
Norman Darnell (Mary Jane Darnell) 
Sandra Bennett (Kelly Bennett) 
Patricia Bennett (Kelly Bennett) 
June Hawn (Elgin Hawn) 
Notes found on records: Kathryn Whitener moved Nov. 29,1950.  There were some new books and balls purchased, 
also new toilets and a pump for the well. 
 

Martha Bennett Ott was born 10-01-45 one mile from Buckhorn on Highway M.  She 
attended 1950 to 1957 and her teachers were Dale Berry, Jr. Bridges, and Gladys Hovis.  
Larry Hawn was in her class. 
 
Sylvia Huffman born 4-14-37 and went to school from 1946 up.  Her teacher was George 
Huffman at Graduation.  Her parents farmed. 
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Class of 1950-1951 
Board President: Wilmer Graham 
 

District Clerk:  Byron Hovis 
Board: Elmer Gipson, Marvin Hawn 
Teacher: Helen Barrett Gipson 
Students: 
Grade 1 
Gerald Graham (Wilmer Graham) 
Lee Schonda (August Schonda 
 
Class of 1948-1949 
Board President: Wilmer Gipson 
District Clerk: Byron Hovis 
Board: Kelly Bennett, B. McKelvey 
Teacher: Robert C. Stanfill 
Grade 5 
Students: 
Ronald  Gipson B6-6-38 (Elmer Gipson, Buckhorn) 
Donald Graham B4-10-38 (Wilmer Graham, Buckhorn) 
Cecil Doty B2-15-38 (Gladys Doty, Buckhorn) 
Marilyn Myers B7-25-38 (Frank Myers, Buckhorn) 
Henry Stevens B5-8-38 (Wm. Stevens, Buckhorn) 
Grade 6 
Sandra Bennett B8-27-38 (Kelly Bennett, Buckhorn) 
Kathryn Whitener B12-23-37 (S.C. Whitener, Buckhn) 
Roney Hawn B10-24-38 (Marvin Hawn, Buckhorn) 
Norman Darnell B5-15-36 (Willie Darnell, Buckhorn) 
Roy Hovis B3-28-37 (Bryon Hovis, Buckhorn) 
Lois Hawn B1-138 (Elgin Hawn, Marquand) 
Sylvia Huffman B4-14-37( E. Huffman, Marquand) 
Charnelsey Schanda B8-1-37 (A.L. Schanda, Buckhn) 
June Hawn B6-29-34 (Elgin Hawn, Marquand) 
Patsy Bennett B3-13-37 (Kelly Bennett, Buckhorn) 
Billy Hovis B5-17-35 (Troy Hovis, Marquand) 
J.E. Huffman B3-20-35 (E. Huffman, Marquand) 
 
Teacher: Marie Gipson 
Students: Fifth Grade` 
Allan Gipson (Loyd Gipson) 
Fern Hovis (Byron Hovis) 
William McKelvey (Spearmen McKelvey) 
William Hovis (Troy Hovis) 
J. E. Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
Warren Huffman (George Huffman) 
Patricia Bennett (Kelley Bennet) 
Norman Darnell (Mary Jane Darnell) 
Lois Hawn (Elgin Hawn) 
Troy Hovis (Bryon Hovis) 
Sylvia Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
Charnelsey Schanda (Augusta Schanda) 
Kathryn Whitener (Sidney Whitener) 
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Aunt Florence’s  notes show the following  list: 
March 21, 1947 
Teachers: Margaret Whitener and Letty Burris 
Roy Schanda 
Wm McKelvey 
Allan Gipson 
Marie Fern Hovis 
Wayne Berry 
Marquriete Berry 
Jances Elmer Huffman 
Warren Huffman 
Wm. Hovis 
Pat Bennett 
June Hawn  
Sondra Bennett 
Lois Hawn  
Roney Hawn 
Roy Hovis 
Sylvia Huffman 
Charnelsey Schanda 
Kathryn Whitener 
Allen Brady  
Leo Gipson 
George Gipson 
Ronald Gipson 
Donald Graham 
Marilyn Myers 
Henry stevens 
Norm Lee Brady 
Dale Graham 
Jo Ann Huffman 
Connie Bennett 
Shelba Jean Gipson 
Wilbur Hawn 
Keith Huffman 
Curtis Johnson 
Karen Jane Senter 
Jimmy Wiltshire 
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May 29,1946 
Teachers: Ruby Harris and Grace Edwards 
Harry Lee Whitener (Sid Whitener) 
Melvin Gipson (D. F. Gipson) 
Willard Hovis (Troy Hovis, Marquand) 
Freeman Huffman (Elmer Huffman, Marquand) 
Joyce Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
Bernice Gipson (Loyd Gipson) 
Roy Shanda (Gus Shanda) 
Billy McKelvey (Buster McKelvey) 
Marquriete Berry (Marion Berry) 
Wayne Berry (Ozro Berry) 
Allan Gipson (Loyd Gipson) 
Fern Hovis (Byron Hovis, Marquand) 
Wilma Hovis (Troy Hovis, Marquand) 
June Hahn (Elgin Hahn) 
Thelma Joe Myers (Roscoe Myers) 
Wanda Hovis (Troy Hovis, Marquand) 
Billy Hovis (Troy Hovis) 
J. E. Huffman (Elmer Huffman, Marquand) 
Jo Ann Johnson (Ray Johnson) 
Carolyn Johnson (Ray Johnson) 
Patricia Bennett (Kelly Bennett) 
Marcellee Harris (Virgil Harris, Cascade) 
Kathryn Whitener (S.C. Whitener) 
Charnelsey Schanda (Gus Schanda) 
Sylvia Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
Norman Darnell (Mary Jane Darnell) 
Sandra Bennett (Kelly Bennett) 
Lois Hawn (Elgin Hawn) 
Roney Hawn (Marvin Hawn 
Roy Hovis (Byron Hovis, Marquand) 
Harry Stevens (Will Stevens) 
Marilyn Myers (Frank Myers) 
Ronald Gipson (Elmer Gipson) 
Donald Graham (Wilmer Graham) 
Cecil Doty (Gladys Doty) 
Dale Graham (Wilmer Graham) 
Donald Harris (Virgil Harris, Cascade) 
Jo Ann Huffman (Elmer Huffman) 
 
Thelma Faye Gipson Myers born 7-16-30 was born at the Farhquar House.  She attended 
Buckhorn 1936 to 1944. Her teachers were Audrey Bennet, Jerry Henson, Mr. 
McDoweel, Arthur Gipson, and Mabel Barker Dees.  Her father was a farmer and she 
hung out around her friend’s homes.  Her classmates were Norma Gene Whitener, Peggy 
Myers, Glenda Whitener, and Lucille Krueger.  She remembers that the store was across 
the creek. (No one goes across any more)  Later there was a store on each corner of the 
new road.  Other than that there were farms, big creek church and lots of cemeteries.  
"We" walked to school each day whither rain, snow or sunshine.  There was no such 
thing as a snow day.  One time Mabel Dees came to spend the night with us.  The 
teachers made a point of visiting and getting acquainted with the parents.  The next 
morning the thermometer registered   -18.  We walked to school and my sister, brother, 
and Mabel and I were so cold.  I remember the frost on Mabel’s coat as we walked.  
Sometime the school was warm.  We had lots of neighbor kids to walk with.  We had lots 
of fun. 
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